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Gulf Coast Business Leaders to Launch Coalition to Protect Coast from
Offshore Drilling
More than 2,000 Gulf Coast Businesses United Against Dirty and Dangerous Offshore Drilling
St. Pete Beach, Florida – The Florida Gulf Coast Business Coalition (FGCBC) will publicly launch
its alliance against the expansion of dirty and dangerous offshore oil drilling off Florida’s Gulf Coast.
The press conference will be held at Tradewinds Islands Grand Resort in St. Pete Beach, Florida on
Tuesday, October 16, 2018 at 10:30 am.
Representing more than 2,000 businesses, chambers and associations, the FGCBC works to
ensure offshore drilling does not come one mile closer to Florida’s coast and opposes any new
drilling in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico.
Current efforts to expand offshore drilling threatens over 304,000 jobs and roughly $17.5 billion in
GDP from Florida’s Gulf Coast fishing, tourism and recreation sectors. Numerous chambers of
commerce, businesses and elected officials will be in attendance at the event.

SPEAKERS:

Robin Miller, President and CEO Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce
David Yates, CEO Clearwater Marine Aquarium
Rep. Charlie Crist, U.S. Representative (D-FL 13)
(more to be announced…)

WHEN:

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 at 10:30 am

WHERE:

Tradewinds Islands Grand Resort, 5500 Gulf Blvd, St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
Event to be held on resort beachfront.

BACKGROUND:

Earlier this year, the Trump administration announced its plans to open nearly all U.S. waters to
offshore drilling activities. In a new draft five-year program (2019-2024) for oil and gas development
on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS), the Department of the Interior (DOI) outlined its plans to
expand future oil and gas leasing to nearly all U.S. waters, the largest number of potential offshore
lease sales ever proposed.
The Florida Gulf Coast Business Coalition seeks to serve as a business voice to protect the Gulf
Coast of Florida. The group was formed because offshore drilling in the eastern Gulf of Mexico is
fundamentally at odds with our coastal economy and way of life, our thriving businesses that are
reliant upon healthy ocean ecosystems, and is incompatible with the military mission in the Eastern
Gulf of Mexico. The FGCBC recognizes the importance of a unified business voice in protecting our
coastal economies.

